The purpose of this note is to announce the determination of all (ideal) extensions of a Brandt semigroup by an arbitrary semigroup with zero and to give two applications of this result. We use the terminology and notation of [l]. 
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Conversely let S be a Brandt semigroup and T be a semigroup with zero such that Snr=D-If we are given the mappings w and \[/ A described above and define product o in the class sum of S and T* by

